New perspectives on anesthetic agents.
The practices of anesthesiology are changing to meet the needs of an older and sicker patient population, to adapt to advances in medical technology and operating techniques, and to provide better postoperative conditions for patients and those caring for them. There is a large spectrum of anesthetics and a variety of anesthetic techniques that allow anesthetic onset and recovery to be rapid, vital functions to be maintained within normal limits, and operating conditions to be adapted to the needs of both patients and surgeons. Nevertheless, all anesthetic drugs and techniques have inherent risks as well as benefits, and despite expertise and caution in their use, a satisfactory outcome for the patient cannot be guaranteed.